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Barrie Ryan 
English
Pantomime performer 
Barrie Ryan English is 
playing Prince Charming 
at the Carriageworks 
Theatre in Leeds. A prod-
uct of the Oldham Thea-
tre Workshop, where 
many famous names got 
started, he studied musi-
cal theatre at the Univer-
sity of Hertfordshire, 
lived in London for a  
few years but is now 
based in the north

Do you feel playing  
Prince Charming is a  
big responsibility?
It is. He should be tradi-
tional so that he retains the 
magic of the story. I don’t 
think he should be joking 
and messing around. Leave 
that to Dandini, then it’s a 
good double act. The Prince 
is strong and straight – 
Dandini is the wired and 
energetic one.  

How do you survive a 
schedule of two shows a 
day for a month?
I have a list of the dates on 
my mirror, which I cross 
off. That and relaxing in 
between the shows. I 
always go to a gym in the 
morning – that relaxes me 
and clears my head. And 
I’ve made a point of  
parking the car 15 minutes 
away so that I can walk to 
the theatre.

  
Are you sniffling?
Yes, just a little. Someone 
always comes down with a 
cold in a Christmas show at 
some point. It’s always the 
way, you never avoid it. You 
have to battle through it. I 
have vitamins and fruit… 
and a nice little shot of port 
is good – it clears you out 
and is good for the throat. 

In the last few years I’ve 
been having a flu jab, 
because I have a bit of 
asthma, and I’ve been fine. 
Before that I would lose my 
voice for a couple of shows. 
I still get the occasional 
sniffle but I’ve never had a 
really bad cold.

 
Why are you based in  
the north?
I tried London but wasn’t 
getting as much work as I 
wanted. Then I moved up 
north to Rochdale and got 
a better agent and more 
work, plus I can still travel 
down to London whenever 
I need to. I went with a  
few agencies, then some 
friends recommended the 
co-operative agency North 
of Watford.

How does North of  
Watford work?
We do much more than 
other actors’ co-operatives. 
You do your turn in the 
office three times a month 
– obviously if you’re work-
ing you can’t so you make 
up for that later. It’s not 
just manning the telephone, 
it’s running the office. Basi-
cally, when you’re in the 
office you’re being every-
body’s agent. 

How do you get to know 
each other?
We go on ‘away weekends’ 
to an adventure centre in 
the middle of nowhere. We 
organise activities during 
the day, then we put on a 
cabaret to show each other 
what we can do. And obvi-
ously we take alcohol  
and get a little drunk and 
get to know each other. 
Then when casting agents 
enquire about actors you 
know what to say. You know 
what they can do.

Kevin Berry
Cinderella is at the  
Carriageworks Theatre, 
Leeds, until January 8

showpeople

TV

by Scott Matthewman

Fans of crime thrillers will no  
doubt be pleased to know that David 
Suchet’s portrayal of Hercule Poirot 
has reached the Belgian detective’s 
most famous case, Murder On the 
Orient Express (Christmas Day, 
9pm, ITV1). Ending with one of 
Agatha Christie’s most famous 
denouements (save for the identity of 
the murderer in The Mousetrap) it’s 
perhaps understandable that this 
production concentrates on more 
than just the crime, with a focus on 
how being trapped in a snowdrift 
affects Poirot’s deportment and 
judgement. The resulting film 
doesn’t veer too far away from the 
source material, though. 

Rather more liberties are taken 
with ITV1’s Marple (December 27, 
9pm), which takes a 1932 short  
story, The Blue Geranium, and  
fashions it into a two-hour story.  
For Christie purists, digital channel 
Alibi is showing a season of the 
definitive Joan Hickson films  
made by the BBC (December 24-31, 
various times).

Some Christmas specials have 
become part of the television furni-
ture in recent years. The Royle 
Family (Christmas Day, 9pm, BBC1) 

returns for another seasonal outing, 
while Only Fools and Horses prequel 
Rock and Chips gets a second  
helping (December 29, 9pm, BBC1).

The big drama event of Christmas 
Day for the last several years has 
been Doctor Who, and 2010’s is no 
exception, with a guest starring role 
for Michael Gambon (Christmas Day, 
6pm, BBC1) as a curmudgeonly 
miser who is shown the error of his 
ways. If that sounds a familiar theme  
for the time of year, the title of the 
episode – A Christmas Carol – leaves 
no doubt as to the inspiration.

Family drama continues with 
Simon Nye’s new adaptation of  
Richmal Crompton’s Just William 
stories (December 28-31, various 
times, BBC1). Outnumbered’s Daniel 
Roche stars as the precocious child 
who gets into scrapes with his gang 
of Outlaws, including his own unique 
rendition of Hamlet. Younger view-
ers should also be entertained by  
the CBeebies Panto (December 17, 
4.20pm) starring some of the  
channel’s most familiar faces.

Grown-ups will get a taste of 
stage entertainment too, with Don 
Giovanni from Glyndebourne 
(Christmas Eve, 2.45pm, BBC2),  
Birmingham Royal Ballet’s new  
production of Cinderella (Christmas 
Day, 3pm, BBC2), teen musical 
Rules of Love (December 18, 

12.35pm, BBC2) and a documentary 
following comedian Matt Lucas as he 
takes on the role of Thenardier in 
the O2 Arena’s 25th anniversary 
concert of Les Miserables (Decem-
ber 29, 8pm, BBC2).

Lucas is joined by Little Britain 
partner David Walliams for new 
mockumentary series Come Fly 
With Me (Christmas Day, 10pm, 
BBC1) in which the duo play a vari-
ety of male and female characters 
set in an airport and the low-budget 
carriers that use it. While the docu-
soaps that clearly inspired the set-
ting have long since fallen out of 
favour, the initial previews suggest 
that the duo’s comedy is more finely 
judged than their last few Little 
Britain outings. Elsewhere in the 
comedy schedules, Ronnie Corbett 
marks his 80th birthday by return-
ing to sketch comedy with The One 
Ronnie (Christmas Day, 5.10pm 
BBC1), joined by a number of BBC 
comedy stars.

Traditionalists will enjoy a new 
telling of the Christmas story in 
Tony Jordan’s four-part adaptation 
of The Nativity (December 20-23, 
7pm, BBC1) starring Canadian 
actress Tatiana Maslany as Mary 
and Andrew Buchan as Joseph.  
Told across four nights, the serial 
promises to shed new light on some 
familiar aspects of the story of 

Festive feast
What are the staying-in highlights for this year’s festivities? Our 
experts take you through this season’s best TV and radio moments
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Toby Jones and David Suchet in ITV1’s Murder On the Orient Express


